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been of no use to him, since the bridges were broken, but that he did not know. So he dashed forwards at the head of his troops into Friedland, blazing as it was. But repulsed in front by Ney's troops, who occupied the town, and compelled to regain the open country, the enemy's general soon found himself surrounded by our centre, which pushed him back on the Alle, in front of Kloschenen. The Russians defended themselves with furious heroism, and though driven in on aH sides refused to surrender. A large part fell under our bayonets, and the rest were rolled back from the top of the bank into the river, where nearly all were drowned.
The enemy's extreme right, consisting chiefly of cavalry, had attempted to carry or turn the village of Heinrichsdorf. But repulsed briskly by our troops, it had regained the banks of the Alle, under command of General Lambert. Seeing Fried-land occupied by the French, and the Russian left and centre destroyed, he rallied as many regiments as he could of the right wing, and escaped from the field of battle by descending the Alle. Night prevented the French from pursuing,1 so that of all the enemy's corps this alone escaped utter rout. Our victory was most complete; all the Russian artillery fell into our hands. We had taken few prisoners during the action, but the numbers of the enemy killed and wounded amounted to more than 26,000. Our loss was only 3,000 killed and 4,000 to 5,000 wounded. Of all the battles fought by the Emperor, this was the only one2 in which his troops outnumbered those of the enemy. The French had 80,000 combatants, the Russians'only 75,000. The remains of the enemy's army marched in disorder all night, and retired behind the Pregel, destroying the bridges.
Marshals Soult, Davout, and Murat had not been able to-take part in the battle, but their appearance had decided the Prussians to abandon Konigsberg, and our troops took possession of it, finding there immense stores of all kinds.
No  accident befell me during the battle of Friedland,.
1  June 14.    Latitude 53°.
2  The italics are the author's.    Napoleon's bulletins after the battles no-doubt usually contained a statement to a similar effect, but subsequent investigation tends to show that the statement was not always strictly correct.